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J.  F.  DAVIDSON, 

O.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee, 

Somerset  County  Council. 


The  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  Administration  of 
the  County,  and,  owing  to  the  present  circumstances,  this  report  is  reduced  in  size,  and  it  is,  in 
fact,  mainly  a  summary. 

For  national  security  reasons,  population  and  certain  other  figures  have  been  omitted. 
Apart  from  this,  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to  retain  the  continuity  of  tiie  statistical  returns. 

The  general  direction  of  Public  Health  work  continues  to  be  difficult  and  to  be  full  of  many 
problems;  in  addition  to  the  routine  administration,  there  are,  of  course,  a  multitude  of  other 
special  and  emergency  duties  and  these  latter  seem  to  have  a  tendency  to  continual  increase. 
I  feel  it  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  for  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  your  County  Health  Department 
and  its  varied  organisations  have  been  equal  to  the  great  strains  imposed  upon  them,  and  indeed 
some  extensions  of  routine  services,  such  as  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  the  supervision 
of  difficult  children,  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 

I  continue  to  be  greatly  indebted  to  Sir  William  Savage  for  his  assistance  which  includes 
the  supervision  of  the  detail  of  this  report. 


Taunton. 

October,  19^. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  F.  DAVIDSON. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres):  l,0‘i8,992. 

Population  (1941)  omitted  at  tlie  request  of  the  4Iinistry  of  Health. 

Live  births: — Total,  6,760;  Legitimate  6,697,  Illegitimate  356.  Still  births,  225. 

Deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  : — 364. 

Eateable  Value :— £2,688,388  (1941). 

Sum  represented  by  a  i>enny  rale: — 110.615  (1941-42);  £10,866  (1942-43). 

Birth  rate: — 13.16  (previous  year  12.56). 

✓ 

Death  rate  : — 12.42. 

Rate  of  infantile  mortality : — 48.7, 

Percentage  of  births  which  are  illegitimate: — 5.22. 

The  birth  rate  is  higher  and  the  derrHi  rate  lower  than  last  year. 

The  essential  statistical  returns  covering  births,  infantile  mortality,  and  deaths  are  given 
in  the  following  Tables  from  I.  to  V. 

The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  Tables,  the  chief  causes  of  death  being  heart 
diseases  (1,522  deaths),  cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant  disease  (841  deaths),  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  (651  deaths),  and  tuberculosis  (240  deaths). 
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TABLE  I. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1941. 


NETT  DEATHS  AT  THE  SUBJOINED  AGES  OF  "RESIDENTS" 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


WHETHER  OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 


% 

All 

ages. 

Under  J 
1  year. 

1 

1  and  1 
under  j 
5  years  j 

5  and  ,  15  and 
under  i  under 

15  years  45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

65  and 
up. 
wards. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cerehro  spinal  fever 

23 

5 

6 

4 

5 

3 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

29 

16 

11 

2 

»0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

21 

1 

9 

H 

3 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  respir.  system.. 

198 

0 

5 

1 

114 

60 

18 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

42 

4 

10 

7 

16 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

27 

1 

0 

0 

4 

14 

8 

Influenza 

110 

4 

3 

0 

7 

24 

72 

Measles 

27 

5 

11 

9 

1 

0 

1 

Acute  ijoliomyelitis  and 

polio-encephalitis 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

11 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

2 

Cancer  of  hue.  cavity  &  ce  soph. 

(M),  uterus  (P) 

1C8 

0 

0 

0 

5 

47 

56 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

162 

0 

0 

0 

6 

62 

94 

Cancer  of  breast 

115 

0 

0 

0 

9 

49 

57 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

456 

0 

0 

1 

23 

144 

288 

Diabetes 

74 

0 

0 

2 

7 

21 

44 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

696 

1 

0 

0 

7 

163 

525 

Heart  disease 

1522 

0 

0 

6 

57 

291 

1168 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system... 

143 

1 

0 

0 

1 

22 

119 

Bronchitis 

399 

22 

6 

2 

10 

64 

296 

Pneumonia  ,  ... 

252 

47 

23 

5 

30 

57 

90 

Other  respiratory  disease 

84 

0 

0 

1 

15 

31 

37 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

76 

0 

0 

0 

9 

39 

28 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

30 

27 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

23 

0 

1 

2 

6 

8 

6 

Other  digestive  diseases 

163^ 

4 

5 

5 

15 

41 

93 

Nephritis 

240 

1 

0 

1 

26 

81 

131 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Other  maternal  causes 

15 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Premature  birth 

86 

86 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

injuries,  infantile  diseases  ... 

117 

102 

7 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Suicide 

55 

0 

0 

0 

24 

21 

10 

Jload  traffic  accidents  ... 

94 

0 

4 

16 

37 

19 

18 

Other  violent  causes 

193 

15 

14 

13 

64 

29 

.58 

All  other  causes 

768 

21 

14 

18 

80 

105 

530 

6368 

364 

132 

105 

609 

1405 

3753 
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TABLE  II. 

Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  in  each  District  during  the  Year  1941. 


BUBAL  DISTBICTS. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Axbridge. 

Bathavon. 

Bridgwater. 

Chard. 

Glutton. 

Dulverton. 

Frome. 

Langport. 

Long  Ashton 

Shepton  Mallet. 

,  Taunton. 

Wellington. 

Wells. 

WiLLITON. 

WiNCANTON. 

Yeovil. 

1  Total  Rural 

1  Districts. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

11 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  cough 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

I 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

13 

Diphtheria 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respir.  system.. 

8 

14 

7 

3 

5 

1 

r. 

5 

5 

1 

4 

2 

o 

5 

8 

9 

82 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

19 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

11 

Influenza 

6 

4 

7 

4 

7 

0 

2 

2 

I 

5 

6 

4 

3 

4 

6 

4 

65 

Measles 

4 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6 

1 

0 

0 

2 

14 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 
polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

Cancer  of  hue.  cavity  &  ce  soph. 
(M),  uterus  (F) 

G 

9 

2 

1 

5 

0 

2 

4 

2 

5 

3 

5 

1 

3 

4 

3 

55 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

8 

2 

9 

4 

7 

4 

6 

7 

6 

3 

7 

3 

4 

6 

9 

6 

91 

Cancer  of  breast 

7 

1 

] 

1 

4 

2 

0 

2 

5 

2 

4 

2 

3 

4 

8 

4 

50 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

23 

26 

26 

9 

7 

4 

1 1 

18 

24 

8 

13 

7 

6 

11 

24 

20 

237 

Diabetes 

8 

4 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

7 

42 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

39 

44 

23 

14 

24 

5 

n 

19 

30 

14 

27 

8 

10 

14 

31 

23 

336 

Heart  disease 

109 

72 

58 

35 

55 

25 

24 

44 

62 

41 

72 

18 

28 

43 

43 

53 

782 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system... 

7 

5 

4 

8 

4 

0 

4 

6 

5 

4 

7 

4 

4 

4 

6 

3 

75 

Bronchitis 

16 

22 

17 

7 

22 

9 

10 

7 

17 

8 

17 

5 

4 

21 

20 

9 

211 

Pneumonia 

11 

11 

13 

5 

7 

0 

9 

11 

15 

10 

10 

5 

6 

8 

10 

8 

139 

Other  respiratory  disease 

4 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

2 

0 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

8 

43 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

7 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

O 

3 

0 

1 

1 

38 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

11 

Appendicitis 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1  1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

11 

3 

5 

4 

3 

4 

3 

9 

6 

11 

5 

8 

8 

10 

5 

9S 

Nephritis 

16 

9 

13 

9 

4 

1 

4 

8 

13 

8 

16 

3 

9 

6 

9 

6 

134 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Other  maternal  causes 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

8 

Premature  birth 

5 

3 

2 

3 

6 

1 

4 

0 

4 

0 

7 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

50 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injuries,  infantile  diseases  ... 

8 

6 

6 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

10 

0 

2 

6 

6 

4 

56 

Suicide 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

2 

3 

1 

0 

3 

6 

2 

28 

Boad  traffic  accidents  ... 

6 

2 

5 

7 

6 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

4 

7 

61 

Other  violent  causes 

15 

4 

7 

4 

6 

2 

4 

5 

16 

2 

4 

1 

2 

6 

2 

10 

90 

■  All  other  causes 

45 

20 

33 

26 

21 

9 

24 

24 

18 

18 

30 

15 

9 

45 

29 

32 

398 

Ail  causes 

372 

294 

250 

157 

218 

75 

131 

176 

268 

149 

271 

99 

no 

215 

254 

238 

3277 

% 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages  in  each  District  during  the  Year  1941. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Bridgwater. 

Burnham.  •>  , 

Chard.  | 

O 

Q 

> 

>-) 

o 

Crewkerne.  I 

Frome. 

Glastonbury.  | 

Ilminster.  I 

Keynsham  I 

Minehead. 

NoRTON-RaD  STOCK. 

I  ORTISHEAD.  I 

Shepton  Mallet.  | 

Street.  | 

Taunton. 

Watchet.  I 

Wellington. 

Wells.  | 

^  Weston-super-Mare. 

Yeovil. 

Total  Urban 

Districts. 

County  Total. 

Typhoid  and  i)aratyphoid  fevers 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

A 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

12 

23 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

W  lioo2jing  cough 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

16 

29 

Diijhtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

6 

3 

12 

21 

Tuberculosis  of  respir.  system.. 

19 

3 

0 

4 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

4 

7 

2 

1 

1 

21 

2 

5 

3 

16 

11 

116 

198 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

6 

3 

23 

42 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

16 

27 

InfluenEa 

4 

6 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

0 

2 

1 

7 

0 

45 

no 

Jkleasles 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

13 

27 

polio-encei^halitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

Cancer  of  buc.  cavity  &  oe  soph. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

6 

11 

(M),  uterus  (F) 

10 

3 

2 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

3 

1 

11 

4 

53 

108 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

7 

4 

1 

6 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

11 

0 

3 

1 

13 

5 

71 

162 

Cancer  of  breast 

7 

1 

0 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

0 

3 

8 

0 

2 

1 

11 

7 

65 

115 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

24 

12 

1 

14 

3 

13 

2 

1 

8 

16 

5 

9 

5 

6 

31 

4 

8 

6 

37 

14 

219 

456 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

0 

32 

74 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

24 

16 

5 

17 

6 

25 

7 

10 

12 

10 

17 

7 

6 

8 

62 

3 

8 

13 

79 

25 

360 

696 

Heart  disease 

84 

37 

17 

27 

15 

37 

25 

10 

19 

27 

40 

13 

20 

11 

101 

5 

la 

23 

162 

51 

740 

1522 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system... 

5 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

2 

0 

1 

3 

7 

3 

1 

0 

9 

1 

7 

0 

9 

6 

68 

143 

Bronchitis 

19 

5 

6 

4 

1 

15 

5 

1 

10 

7 

10 

5 

6 

0 

26 

1 

10 

2 

46 

9 

188 

399 

Pneumonia 

19 

3 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1 

1 

4 

9 

10 

3 

2 

1 

15 

0 

2 

2 

21 

7 

113 

252 

Other  I’espiratory  disease 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

7 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

3 

2 

6 

6 

41 

34 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

6 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

6 

5 

38 

76 

Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

^4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

19 

30 

Appendicitis 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

12 

23 

Other  digestive  diseases 

7 

3 

0 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

0 

3 

1 

18 

7 

65 

163 

Nephritis 

8 

5 

0 

17 

1 

8 

2 

2 

3 

5 

4 

0 

4 

12 

0 

3 

7 

15 

6 

106 

240 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsi 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

is 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformations,  birtl 

4 

3 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 

2 

4 

4 

36 

86 

injuries,  infantile  diseases  .. 

9 

3 

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

2 

1 

12 

7 

117 

Suicide 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4 

6 

27 

55 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

11 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1 

33 

94 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

0 

2 

7 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

15 

2 

1 

0 

39 

14 

103 

193 

All  other  causes 

36 

17 

13 

35 

6 

22 

2 

3 

3 

16 

16 

7 

9 

5 

41 

8 

13 

16 

68 

34 

370 

768 

t  All  causes 

343 

136 

59 

177 

48 

164 

63 

40 

79 

133 

153 

68 

67 

52 

428 

29 

101 

89 

624 

238 

3091 

6368 

G 


TABLE  IV. 

Table  showing,  for  each  Rural  District,  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants,  also  the  Birth 
Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Rate  of  Infantile  Mortality. 


DISTRICT, 

Area. 

Acres. 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  Year. 

Birtli  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Rate  of 
Infantile 
Mortality. 

BUBAL 

1. 

Axbridge 

... 

90,551 

18 

12.66 

13.42 

46.5 

2. 

Bathavon 

... 

42,106 

20 

15.21 

13.19 

57.5 

3. 

Bridgwater  ... 

... 

86,769 

16 

13.20 

11.46 

48.9 

4. 

Chard 

54,600 

6 

12.84 

10.61 

28.4 

5. 

Glutton 

42,641 

16 

16.30 

11.61 

51.1 

6. 

Dulverton 

78,980 

4 

15.48 

14.34 

49.4 

7. 

Erome 

51,933 

7 

13.18 

11.28 

42.4 

8. 

Langport 

59,407 

4 

12.83 

11.88 

18.5 

9. 

Long  Ashton 

46,515 

14 

12.52 

10.49 

42.7 

lU. 

Shejjton  Mallet 

47,777 

7 

13.14 

11.72 

36.5 

11. 

Taunton 

70,682 

23 

13.39 

13.49 

74.9 

12. 

Wellington  ... 

37,911 

3 

10.77 

10.15 

22.1 

13. 

.Wells 

57,175 

9 

13.24 

9.84 

54.2 

14. 

Williton 

97,364 

13 

11.05 

'13.98 

65.0 

15. 

Wincanton  ... 

64.540 

18 

12.46 

10.08 

64.1 

16. 

Yeovil 

53,495 

17 

13.89 

11.05 

50.9 

Totals  of  Bural 

Districts 

982,446 

195 

13.27 

12.02 

48.9 

I 


% 


TABLE  V. 


Table  showing,  for  each  Urban  District,  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants,  also  the  Birth 
Hate,  Death  Hate,  and  Hate  of  Infantile  Mortality. 


DISTRICT. 

Area. 

Acixjs. 

1 

j  No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  Year. 

Birth  Rate. 

« 

Death  Rate. 

Rato  of 
Infantile 
Mortality. 

UBBAN 

1.  Bridgwater  ... 

1,677 

28 

14.44 

14.27 

i 

70.9 

2 

Burubain 

2,246 

6 

14.07 

12.76 

i  35.5 

3. 

Chard 

1,030 

3 

13.45 

11.02 

1  37.9 

4. 

Clevedon 

3,296 

1 

11.49 

17.85 

47.3 

5. 

Crewkerne  ... 

1,291 

3 

14.14 

12.57 

!  49.2 

(3. 

Erome 

1,194 

4 

10.68 

12.61 

24.7 

f- 

i  . 

Clastonbury 

5,019 

1 

11.56 

10.87 

13.7 

8. 

ilniinster 

531 

1 

14.77 

14.06 

23.3 

y. 

Iveynsham  ... 

4,170 

6 

13.75 

10.06 

56.1 

lu. 

Minehead 

2,816 

5 

6.76 

14.06 

50.0 

11. 

A' orton-Kadstock 

3,370 

7 

12.78 

12.00 

41.7 

12. 

Bortisliead  ... 

911 

2 

14.35 

17.94 

33.9 

18. 

Sliepton  Mallet 

2,278 

o 

O 

12.15 

11.63 

34.9 

14. 

Street 

3,069 

3 

12.25 

8.97 

41.1 

15. 

Taunton 

2,428 

.31 

14.93 

12.86 

57.5 

16. 

Watchet 

493 

1 

12.50 

10.07 

21.3 

17. 

Wellington  ... 

2,211 

7 

11.95 

12.45 

55.6 

18. 

Wells 

1,336 

3 

11.32 

12.59 

34.1 

19. 

Weston-super-Mare  . 

4,923 

32 

11.84 

11.84 

55.9 

2U. 

Yeovil 

2,257 

16 

16.20 

16.20 

41.1 

Totals  of  Urban 

Districts 

46,546 

169 

13.04 

12.87 

1 

48.5 

Administrative  County  ... 

1,028,992 

364 

13.16 

12.42 

48.7 

En 

gland  and  Wales,  1941 

— 

— 

14.2 

12.9 

59.0 

I 
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Mental  Treatnien|  Act,  1930. 

The  clinics  are  hold  regularly  at  the  following  centres ; — 


Name  of  Clinic. 

Started. 

Medical  Officer. 

No.  of 
Sessions. 

New  cases 
seen. 

Average 

attendance 
per  Session, 

Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital 

April,  1931 

Dr.  J.  Mackay 

49 

74 

7.7 

Shepton  Mallet  and 
District  Hospital 

April,  1931 

Dr.  A.  Darlington  ... 

24 

G 

0.9 

Weston-super-Mare 

Hospital 

Dec.,  1932 

Dr.  J.  McGarvey  ... 

24 

20 

2.3 

Bridgwater  Health 

Centre . 

May,  1938 

Dr.  J.  Mackay 

24 

36 

3.5 

The  above  Table  shows  that  the  facilities  available  are  being  comparatively  little  used  by 
medical  practitioners.  The  Yeovil  centre  has  been  closed. 

Blind  Persons  Acts,  1920  and  1938. 

The  general  work  under  these  Acts  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  Blind  Association  on 
helialf  of,  and  with  a  grant  from,  llie  (’uunty  Council.  This  Association  also  deals  with  necessitous 
Blind  and  their  dependents.  Six  Home  Teachers  were  employed  by  the  County  Blind  Associa¬ 
tion  during  11)41.  There  are  20  Home  Workers  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bristol  Royal  Blind 
Asylum  Workshops.  At  the  end  of  1941  there  were  890  persons  in  the  County  registered  as 
blind,  compared  with  910  at  the  end  of  1940.  Certification  by  a  medical  practitioner  with  special 
experience  in  ophthalmology  is  required  before  registration.  Where  possible  we  make  use  of  the 
County  Oculist,  Dr.  I.  B.  Georgeson,  for  certification  purposes  and  during  1941  he  examined 
68  cases,  59  of  whom  were  admitted  to  tlie  register. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  beds  available  were  the  same  as  for  1940.  The  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  and  their  distribution  are  set  out  in  the  tables. 

While  there  were  994  notified  cases  of  scarlet  fever  this  was  rather  less  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  disease  was  mostly  mild  and  there  was  only  one  death.  The  proportion  of 
cases  sent  to  isolation  hospitals  is  still  far  too  high  and  neither  an  advantage  to  the  community 
nor  to  the  individual. 

There  were  487  notified  cases  of  diphtheria  with  21  deaths,  a  case  mortality  of  4.8. 
I)uriug  the  year  the  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  was  pressed  by  every  lueatis  iind 
the  numbers  immunised  were  large.  Up  to  the  end  of  Gctoher  the  children  protected  during 
the  year  were  as  follows; — 
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A.  School  Ciiildken. 


Bridgwater 

Taunton 

Yeovil 

... 

2,131 

1,963 

2,168 

Other  Urban  areas  ... 

...  Somerset 

12,268 

Evacuees  3,784 

llural  areas  ... 

...  Somerset 

19,939 

Evacuees  6,831 

Pke-School  CiriiLuiiEN. 

W eston-super-Mare  . . . 

.  .  . 

•  .  •  ... 

7U4 

Taunton 

Yeovil 

496 

340 

Other  Urban  areas  ... 

Rural  areas  ... 

>■ 

2,418 

6,130 

The  actual  number  of  children  at  risk  can  only  he  ascerlained  approxinaitely  hut,  based 
on  the  most  reliable  figures  available,  the  following  percentages  are  obtained  for*  the  county, 
exclusive  of  Taunton,  Weston-super-Mare  jind  Yeovil,  where  the  work  is  not  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  for  all  the  population; — 


Area. 

Pre- School — Urban 
,,  — Itural 

School — Urban 
, ,  — Kural 


Somerset. 

Evaeuees. 

All. 

44 

— 

44 

52 

— 

52 

77 

51 

69 

82 

47 

68 

The  school  figures  are  very  good  and  particularly  so  for  the  rural  areas  where  the  diffi¬ 
culties  are  greater.  In  four  rural  districts  the  percentage  immunised  exceeds  80  while  no  district 
was  below  56.  In  five  urban  districts  over  80%  were  imnmnised  and  the  lowest  percentage  was 
55.  The  pre-school  figures  are  good  considering  the  difficulties,  but  not  good  enough,  '’while  ' 
the  individuals  innnunised  are  protected,  to  protect  the  community  and  lower  the  hicidence  of 
diphtheiia  generally  we  must  aim  at  protection  of  at  least  75 — 80%  of  the  conimunity.  Purther 
inununisations  have  been  carried  on  all  through  1942. 


Cerebro  spinal  meningitis  is  always  liable  to  occur  during  war  condiPons  but  the  cases 
were  only  1(J8  as  compared  witli  170  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  2o  deaths  oivin<.'  a  case 
mortality  of  21. a%  .  ° 


Enteric  diseases  (including  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers)  were  definitely  more  numerous 
mainly  due  to  24  eases  in  Taunton  where  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever  in 
a  schoo_l,  with  some  cases  in  the  town. 


As  Table  VI  shows,  measles  and  wliooiriug  cough  were  both  prevalent  during  the  vi'ar 
but  the  deaths  were  Only  27  and  29  respectively. 

With  a  number  of  "these  diseases  iirevalmit  at  one  time  the  isolation  bospital  jirovision  in 
the  county  was  heavily  taxed  during  the  winter,  but  it  whs  just  adecpiate  with  the  extra  accom¬ 
modation  available  and  with  the  arrangement  for  irooliug  of'  hospital  resources. 


f 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

'I’AliLl']  VI.  (Uegislriir  (rumTul’s  l''igiircs.) 


Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  and 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers. 

Puerperal  Fever 

and  Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

1  Cerebro-spinal 

1  Meningitis. 

Dysentery. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Pneumonia. 

Acute 

Poliomyehtis. 

[  Encephalitis 

1  Lethargica. 

URBAN 

Bridgwater 

108 

24 

12 

0 

7 

1 

6 

0 

34 

4 

0 

0 

Burnham 

55 

12 

9 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

70 

4 

0 

0 

Chard 

73 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

24 

7 

0 

0 

Clevedon 

144 

26 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

85 

20 

1 

0 

Crewkerne  • 

143 

2 

3 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

4 

5 

0 

0 

Frome 

365 

18 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

41 

6 

0 

0 

Glastonbury 

140 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

3 

0 

0 

Ilminster 

23 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

19 

0 

0 

Keynsham 

228 

9 

2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

6 

42 

5 

0 

0 

Minehead 

201 

20 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

13 

12 

0 

0 

Norton-Radstock 

138 

17 

4 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

74 

2 

0 

0 

Portishead 

59 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

4 

0 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

194 

19 

15 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

79 

11 

1 

1 

Street 

78 

5 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

54 

10 

1 

0 

Taunton 

620 

98 

10 

24 

11 

3 

11 

0 

61 

15 

1 

0 

Watchet 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10 

4 

0 

0 

Wellington 

61 

74 

1 

1 

9 

0 

2 

0 

9 

5 

0 

0 

Wells 

220 

12 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30 

3 

0 

0 

Weston-super-Mare 

505 

72 

115 

2 

12 

6 

11 

26 

208 

43 

2 

0 

Yeovil 

75 

21 

29 

1 

4 

0 

2 

0 

20 

16 

0 

0 

RURAL 

Axbridge 

791 

111 

48 

5 

3 

0 

10 

0 

166 

24 

0 

1 

Bathavon 

711 

49 

17 

3 

3 

0 

12 

0 

144 

10 

0 

0 

Bridgwater 

159 

30 

20 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

113 

3 

1 

0 

Chard  ' 

266 

22 

14 

1 

3 

1 

3 

0 

18 

28 

1 

0 

Clutton 

314 

28 

26 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

134 

18 

1 

0 

Dulverton 

143 

15 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

87 

15 

0 

0 

Frome 

173 

10 

5 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

30 

1 

0 

0 

Langport 

208 

16 

0 

0 

3 

0 

'  0 

0 

/44 

12 

0 

0 

Long  Ashton 

469 

82 

23 

10 

3 

0 

6 

6 

130 

32 

0 

0 

Shepton  Mallet 

270 

18 

2 

0 

6 

3 

0 

0 

78 

5 

1 

1 

Taunton 

275 

47 

16 

5 

2 

0 

9 

2 

23 

18 

0 

0 

Wellington 

158 

22 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

28 

3 

2 

0 

Wells 

157 

15 

5 

4 

3 

0 

0 

0 

25 

6 

0 

0 

Williton 

164 

37 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

3 

3 

0 

Wincanton 

382 

22 

4 

1 

2 

0 

4 

0 

220 

27 

1  0 

0 

Yeovil 

463 

21 

18 

0 

7 

1 

8 

0 

93 

22 

0 

Urban  Districts 

3431 

449 

218 

30 

63 

13 

50 

37 

900 

198 

i  6 

1 

Rural  Districts 

6103 

546 

'  219 

30 

42 

6 

58 

8 

1348 

227 

9 

2 

Administrative  County 

8534 

994 

437 

60 

105 

19 

108 

2248 

425 

15 

3 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


T1 


le  utteiidances  of  Soniersot  oases  at  llic  various  clinics  for  the  past  three  years  have  been 


as  follows : — ■ 


Clinic, 

New  Cases. 

Attendances. 

1939 

1940 

1941 

% 

Increase 

or 

decrease 

during 

1941. 

1939 

1940 

1 

1941 

Increase 

or 

decrease 

during 

1941. 

Bath 

1 

5 

5 

37 

+  32 

352 

190 

442 

+252 

Bristol  ... 

47 

33 

45 

+  12 

704 

481 

640 

+  159 

Taunton 

54 

42 

43 

+  1 

997 

909 

1,169 

+260 

Yeovil  ... 

56  ' 

59 

56 

-  3 

'695 

950 

1,492 

+542 

Bridgwater  ...  ,  ... 

26 

26 

.  42 

+16  • 

277 

387 

589 

+202 

Frome  ... 

11 

3 

7 

+  4 

143 

102 

332  ' 

+230  - 

Minehead 

17 

5 

8 

+  3 

210 

92 

86 

-  6 

Weston-super-Mare 

41 

50 

60 

+  10 

1 

744 

1,024  1 

1,233 

+209 

' 

All  Clinics 

257 

223 

298 

+75  , 

4,122 

1 

4,135  1 

'  ! 

5,983 

+  1,848 

\  The  figures  show  an  increase,  but  rather  less  than  was  anticipated.  It  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  re-open  the  Glastonbury  clinic. 


During  the  year  the  following  examinations  were  made : — 


Samples. 

For  Clinics  and 
Hospitals. 

For  Medical 
Practitioners. 

Total 

Wasserman 

434 

506 

940 

Gonococcus 

0 

10 

10 

Spirochetes 

Fixation  and  othor 

0 

0 

0 

tests 

195 

18 

213 

12 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year. 

Phthisis  Death  rates. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Tuberculosis 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  in  a  population  of 
406,000. 

Rural. 

Urban. 

County. 

Rural. 

Urban. 

County. 

County. 

Phthisis. 

All  Tuberculosis 

1941 

0.30 

0.48 

0.39 

0.07 

0.10 

0.08 

0.468 

157 

190 

TABLE  VII. 


New  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  County  during  1941. 


Agio  Periods. 

New  cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

/ 

F. 

0  —  1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1—5 

2 

1 

12 

7  » 

3 

2 

5 

5 

5—10 

4 

3 

12 

19 

0 

1 

4 

3 

10—15 

9 

4 

16 

9 

15—20 

26 

30 

4 

11 

1 

-  64 

50 

» 

6 

10 

20—25 

42 

41 

2 

9 

25—35 

90 

77 

7 

8 

35—45 

39 

60 

8 

6 

45—55 

47 

27 

5 

2 

43 

17 

1 

1 

55—65 

21 

16 

0 

3 

65  and  upwards 

4 

8 

0 

0 

8 

10 

1 

2 

Totals 

284 

257 

69 

75 

118 

80 

20 

22 

TABLE  VIII. 


Tuberculosis  Notifications  and  Deaths, 


• 

■  -  ■  ~  ’  ■  f  1  ■ 

\ 

URBAN 

Number  of  primary' 

of  Deaths 
levear 
monary 
losis. 

of  Deaths 

the  year 

ler  varieties 

rcu  losis. 

RDltAL 

Number  of  primary 

of  Deaths 

the  year 

ulmonary 

c^is.. 

of  Deaths 

the  year 

er  varieties 

culosis. 

DISTRICTS. 

cases  notified. 

X)  ^ 

^  aoO-e 

DISTRICTS. 

cases  notified. 

w.  s 

.Q 

.  rH  U  , 

i 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pulm. 

H  '§  S  .5 

3  3  P  53 

Num 

durir 

from 

of  T 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Puhn. 

Num 

durin 

from 

Tube 

E  'C  =  H  ^ 
.5  3  a-i 

Is  'M  o  j 

* 

1  Bridgwater 

33 

5 

in 

1 

Axbridge 

30 

11 

8 

1 

2 

1  Burnham 

1.5 

2 

3 

1 

r>.itha\-on 

19 

9 

14 

I  i 

j  Chard  _ 

1  Clevedon  _ 

7 

14 

2 

4 

0 

4 

0 

1 

"Rridgwater  _ _ 

Chard 

25 

12 

7 

4 

7 

3 

I 

'  Crewkerne  _ 

3 

1 

3 

0 

Glutton 

15 

2 

5 

0 

Frome 

9 

1 

4 

0 

Dulverton 

7 

2 

1 

V 

Glastonbury _ 

3 

1 

4 

0 

Fionie 

5 

2 

2 

1 

llminster  _ 

8 

1 

3 

0 

Langport 

21 

2 

6 

0 

Keynshain 

5 

3 

3 

0 

Long  Ashton  . 

20 

11 

5 

0 

Minehead  _ 

21 

4 

4 

1 

Shepton  Mallet 

10 

0 

1 

1 

Norton-Radstock 

13 

9 

7 

1 

Taunton 

•25 

4 

4 

2 

Portishead 

3 

4 

2 

3 

Wellington 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Shepton  Mallet 

4 

3 

1 

0 

Wells  “ 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Street 

2 

3 

I 

2 

Williton 

16 

2 

5 

(1 

Taunton  _ 

51 

8 

21 

2 

Wincanton 

14 

5 

8 

n 

2 

Watchet  _ 

5 

0  * 

2 

0 

Yeovil 

17 

4 

2 

Wellington 

10 

1 

5 

0 

Wells 

9 

0 

3 

2 

Weston-3-Mare 

57 

11 

16 

6 

Yeovil 

23 

6  ' 

11 

3 

Totals 

295 

69 

116 

23 

Totals 

246 

75 

82 

19 

TAB«.E  IX. 


Admissions  to  Sanatoria  during  1941. 


Sanatorium. 

* 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Quantock 

68 

67 

135 

Chard  ...  '^... 

7 

43 

2 

52 

Taunton 

26 

23 

_ , 

49 

Wincanton  ... 

23 

_ 

23 

Compton  Bishop 

1 

1 

36 

37 

Alton  Hosi^ital  ...  ...| 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Bath  Orthopa;dic  Hospital.. 

lu 

3 

13 

26 

Swan-age  lied  Cross  IIosp... 

— 

1 

1 

Wells  C'ottage  Hospital  ... 

— 

— ■ 

1 

1 

134 

137 

58 

329 

14 


'I’ABJ.E  X. 


Casts  treated  through  the  Count}  Dispensaries. 


Dispensary. 

Persons  treated  at 
Dispensaries  during 
1941. 

Ifnder  treatment  at 
Dispensaries 
December  31st,  1941. 

Total 

Dispensary 

Attendances 

1941. 

Total 

Persons 

examined 

1941. 

Insured. 

Uninsured. 

Insured. 

Uninsured. 

Bath  (County) 

6 

3,6 

2 

17 

346 

141 

Bridgwater 

■  191 

160 

22 

40 

1,061 

459 

Jiristol 

3 

18 

1 

5 

228 

105 

Chard 

31 

41 

9 

10 

456 

151 

Clevedon  * ... 

25 

75 

2 

10 

444 

160 

Frome 

2 

10 

2 

9 

132 

57 

Glastonbury 

5 

13 

2 

2 

146 

86 

Minehead 

103 

156 

76 

95 

757 

259 

lladstock 

4 

28 

3 

21 

221 

98 

Shepton  Alallet 

17 

13 

— 

2 

173 

106 

Taunton 

240 

181 

62 

42 

1,399 

622 

Wellington 

20 

30 

6 

5 

159 

75 

Weston-sujjer-Mare  ... 

11 

118 

8 

72 

1,192 

466 

Wincanton 

12 

8 

1 

3 

107 

65 

Yeovil 

32 

55 

11 

25 

699 

325 

702 

942 

207 

358 

7,520 

3,181 

1,644 

565 

Quantuck  Summer  Camp.  The  Camp  was  not  held  this  year. 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  Clinical  Report  for  1941. 

Dr.  Short,  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  has  written  the  following  reiDort : — 

I 

The  winter  1940-41,  and  the  first  hail  of  1941,  brought  the  greatest  increase  in  the  number 
and  severity  of  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Somerset  since  the  war  of  1914-lS,  and  although  the 
pressure  eased  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  both  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  and  the 
immhcrs  treated  at  the  Dispensaries  constitute  a  record  for  the  County. 

The  severity  of  the  new  cases  may  be  inferred  from  the  tact  that  iloo  were  already  T.B.  +  , 
the  highest  number  for  20  years.  The  staff  also  had  to  put  in  an  exce])tional  number  of  \isits 
to  j)atients  too  ill  to  attend  the  clinics,  while  Artificial  Pneumothorax  refills  also  reached  their 
peak. 

Numbers  of  evacuees,  both  official  and  unofficial,  were  found  urgently  in  need  of  treatment, 
mainly  institutional,  and  this  strained  our  accommodation  to  the  utmost.  Evacuees  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  find  it  almost  impossible  to  obtain  billets,  and  this  still  complicates  the  position  in 
Somerset. 


15 


Oil  llio  other  hand,  llie  pennancnl  rcsiills  of  t  rcalineiiL  jinn  ided  in  t  he  (  ajnnty  in  |)|■(‘\ions 
Years  liave  been  shown  by  the  large  nuniher  'ot  ex-[)atients  now  engaged  in  war  work,  and  a  tew 
such  patients  liavc  already  won  distinctions  in  t  he  lighting  services. 

Sauatoriuni  or  liospital  treatment  was  given  to  d’J'J  cases.  Jn  addition  many  open-air 
shelters  were  iirovided,  those  in  actual  use  on  Oecemher  hist,  11141,  being  54.  The  number  of 
shelters  available  is  GO.  Milk,  for  a  period  of  six  or  eight  weeks  was  provided  in  5'J  cases, 
Dental  treatment  tor  d  cases,  X-ltay  examinations  for  ‘212. 


Treatment  by  the  use  of  artificial  pneumothorax  has  been  continued  and  the  cases  dealt 
with  are  shewn  in  the  following  table: — 

At  Dispensary  or  home  of  patient.  At  Institutions.  Total. 

Trimary  inductions  ......  1  25  26 

liehlls  .  414  1,177  1,591 


The  new  cases  seen  numbered  1,914,  and  were  classihed  as  follows: — 


/  j 

PuLMON.vRY  Tuberculosis.  T.13.  \egative  ...  ...  203 

T.D.  Positive  Stage  1  ...  12 

T.D.  Positive  Stage  2  ...  174 

T.B.  Positive  Stage  3  ...  49 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Bones  and  Joints  ...  19 

Abdominal  ...  ...  12 

Uther  Organs  ...  11 

Peripheral  Glands  ...  44 


Not  Tuberculous  ...  . 

Diagnosis  not  completed  on  31st  December,  1941 

I 


438 


86 

1,375 

15 


1,914 


Quantock  Sanatorium.  Jhe  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  V.  C.  Martyn,  has  furnished 
the  following  report : — 

The  Sanatorium  has  been  open  for  the  reception  of  90  cases  (50  males  and  40  females) 
thioughout  the  year.  During  this  time  135  cases  ha\e  been  admitted,  of  whom  68  were  males 
and  67  females.  135  patients  were  discharged,  67  males  and  68  females.  One  of  these  cases  was 
not  hiberculons,  and  there  were  3  deaths.  The  average  stay  for  female  patients  was  212  days 
and  for  male  patients  215  days.  This  is  an  average  of  30  weeks  for  each  patient. 

Artificial  Pnenmothorax  treatment  was  carried' out  in  all  suitable  cases.  There  were  20 
inductions,  392  rehlls  for  in-patients  and  75  fur  out-patients. 

X-ray. — 266  films  were  taken  and  336  cases  were  screened.  Bight  cases  were  operated  on 
for  Phrenic  Evulsion  at  Minehead  Mos])ital. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  numbers  the  work  of  the  whole  staff  has  been  very  exactin''-  and 
anxious.  ° 
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f 


\ 


(1  ivilo  =  2.2  lbs.) 

12  and  07' jr. 
2 
5 


RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT 
Wbiohts. 

Increase  in  weights  in  Kilos. 

I— 6  6 12 

Males  ...  ...  37  10 

Keniales  ...  ...  25  20 

The  average  gain  in  weight  of  00  patients  weighed  on  discharge  = 

,,  ,,  40  male  patients  ,,  ,,  = 

,,  ,,  50  female  patients  ,,  ,,  = 

The  average  loss  in  w’eight  of  23  patients  w  eighed  on  discharge  = 

13  patients  were  not  weighed  on  discharge,  including  1  who  died. 

Working  capacity  of  patients  on  admission  and  discharge 
Full  Working  Capacity  Fit  for  light  work. 

IA-dmission.  Discharge.  Admission.  Discharge. 

0  11  =  16.42%  0  12  =  17.01% 

0  17  =  25.00%  0  12  =  17.65% 


Total. 

49 

50 

5.53  kilos. 

4.52  „ 

6.52  „ 
2.74  „ 


Unfit  for  work. 
Admission.  Discharge. 

67  44  =  65.67% 

68  30  =  57.35% 


On  admission  all  patients  were  unfit  for  any 


WOl'K. 


On  discharge  20.72  per  cent,  of  all 


patients  were  fit  for  full  work;  17.79  per  cent,  for  light'work;  and  61.40  per  cent,  w'ere  unfit 
for  work. 


Classification  on  admission  of  patients  diseharged  during  1941. 


Classification. 

M. 

E. 

Total. 

Early 

.  12 

15 

27 

Intermediate 

.  4D 

36 

76 

Advanced 

.  15 

17 

32 

Complications  presented  by  patients  were 


Tubercle  Bacilli. 


% 

Positive. 

M.  F. 

Negative. 

M.  F. 

20.00 

1 

2 

11 

13 

56.29 

30 

21 

10 

15 

23.71 

14 

17 

1 

0 

: — Larynx  infection,  Pleura,  Enteritis. 

I 


Chard  Sanatorium.  During  the  year  the  cases  admitted  w’ere  36  pulmonary  cases  and 

16  nou-puli*ionary  (8  female,  8  male). 

/ 

Prom  the  pulmonary  wards  there  were  27  discharged  and  6  deaths,  from  the  female  surgical 
ward  8  discharges  and  1  death,  and  from  the  male  surgical  ward  7  discharges. 

During*  1041  the  glass  over  the  upstairs  verandahs  was  replaced  by  asbestos  so  that  they 
could  be  used  permanently  for  beds,  the  accommodation  thus  being  increased  to  60. 

Dr.  Pascall  reports  that  rationing  has  caused  difficulty pn  catering  but  has  not  prevented 
the  jaitients  from  being  quite  well  fed  and  from  putting  on  weight  where  the  disease  allow'ed  it. 
Treatment  has  remained  much  the  same.  Artificial  Pneumorthorax  has  again  produced  some 
decidedly  encouraging  results.  Five  cases  were  induced  during  the  year,  and  there  were  608 
refills.  (Jold  was  used  as  before.  182  X-ray  films  were  taken  and  470  cases  screened. 


Compton  Bishop  Children’s  Home.  During  the  year  20  boy«  and  17  girls  w'ere  admitted, 
and  of  these  13  boys  and  6  girls  were  under  10  years  of  age.  All  the  cases  had  definite  or 
susj)ected  tuberculosis.  The  average  stay  for  “delinite”  (notified)  cases  was  46  weeks,  and  for 
observation  cases  13  weeks.  The  discharges  nuitd)ered  20,  13  Boys  and  16  girls,  who  will  b« 
kept  under  regular  supervision  at  the  County  Cliaics. 


Duration  of  Treatment  and  Condition  on  Discharge. 
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Grand 

Totals. 

35 

cc 

o 

cc 

o 

36 

26 

(N 
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43 

U 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

O 

-- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

cc 

CN 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

rjt 

o 

o 

O 

c 

CO 

C  - 

Ch. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

b 

a 

<N 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

S 

CD 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

00 

o 

CD 

o 

to 

43 

c 

o 

a 

CD 

1 

eo 

Ch. 
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CD 

o 

o 

- 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

S 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

CM 

o 

o 

eo 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

Quiescent  - 

i 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

■  Quiescent 

Not  quiescent 

Died  in 

Institution 

•snuij^  1 

ai  1 

‘X  dnoj£) 

+  ai  SSUQ 

Z  dnoj^ 

+  ai  SSB13 

'g  dnoj0 
+  ax  SSB13 

In  27  out  of  63  men  discharged  the  disease  was  quiescent  =  42.86  per  cent.  In  32  out  of 
65  women  discharged  the  disease  was  quiescent  =  49.23  per  cent.  2  cases,  who  had  been  admitted 
for  observation,  wez’e  discharged  as  tuberculous  and  are  included  in  the  above  figures.  No  cases 
who  were  at  the  Sanatorium  less  than  28  days  have  been  included  in  the  above  figures. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Midwifery  Service.  357  c'erliliud  uiidwives  notilied  their  luteutiou  to  practise  duriug 
Uie  year,  ol7  working  under  Coimnittees  and  40  independent. 

Out 'of  tlie  ‘227  niidwives  who  worked  under  the  S.C.N.A.,  *28  resigned  and  5  notified  for 
emergency  work  only,  leaving  1!)4  still  at  work.  Of  the  88  who  notified  under  independent 
Associations  0  resigned,  leaving  82  still  at  work.  Of  the  80  trained  midwives  working  on  their 
own  lU  had  no  midwifery  or  maternity  ease,  which  left  20  actually  at  work.  10  worked  only 
as  maternity  nurse  under  a  medical  man.  During  the  year  four  amalgamations  of  smaller  dis¬ 
tricts  have^beeu  effected. 

The  percentage  of  1041  births  in  the  County  attended  by  the  nurses  as  midwives  was  72.8. 

Summary  for  all  Midwives  during  the  Year. 


Cases  attended  as  midwife  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  5,043 

Cases  attended  as  monthly  nurse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,110 

Doctor  sent  for  for  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,92S 

Doctor  sent  for  for  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Death  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Death  of  child  ...  ...  ...  •••  40 


The  midwives  working  under  Committees  attended  3,802  midwifery  and  1,022  maternity 
cases,  those  working  independently  83  midwifery  and  1.15  maternity  cases.  The  Association 
midwives  show'ed  an  increase  of  707  midwifery  and  819  maternity  cases,  the  independent  mid- 
wdves  a  decrease  of  51  midwifery  and  an  increase  of  48  maternity  cases. 

Only  one  independent  midwife  had  more  than  25  midwifery  cases,  and  her  number  was  84. 
10  of  these  midwives  had  no  midwifery  cas^s  but  between  them  attended  100  maternity  cases, 
while  10  had  no  cases  at  all.  The  58  midwives  in  the  Maternity  Units  attended  l',197  cases. 

Ten  deaths  of  mothers  were  recorded  during  the  year  in  which  midwives  were  in  attendance 
as  midwives. 

Doctors  were  called  in  1,923  times  for  the  mother  and  348  for  the  child;  a  percentage  of 

48.9. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Work.  Under  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  scheme  the  total 
numbers  of  Somerset  mothers  ante-natally  examined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined  were 
respectively  1,408  and  220,  at  a  total  cost  to  the  County  estimated  at  £558  2s.  Od.  The  eorres- 
ponding  figures  for  evacuee  women  are  347  and  148,  at  a  cost  of  £175  19s.  6d. 


Consultants  for  Midwifery  Scheme.  Under  the  County  scheme  07  cases  were  accepted 
and  dealt  with  by  the  five  consultant  officers. 


V 
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Assisted  Admissions  to  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals.  During  the  year  372  applicaiions 
were  received  for  assisted  adnussious  to  a  maternity  lioinc  or  liospital.  The  County  Council 
accepted  responsibility  for  217  of  these  cases,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  40.  The 
reasous  for  need  of  institutional  treatment  were  : — 


Actual  or  anticipated  obstetric  dithculty 
Medical  complication 


Housing 


Toxaemia 

Abortions 

For  care  of  feeble  infant 


103 

23 

31 

44 

14 

2 

217 


Treatment : — 

I 

(1)  Viable  pregnancies: 

Normal  delivery 

Medical  treatment  (normal  delivery) 
\  Pre-Natal  treatment  only  (returned 
home) 


(2) 


Surgical  obstetric  treatment : 
Caesarean 
Induction 
Forceps  ... 

Other 


Non- Viable : 

Routine  care  ... 
Surgical  treatment 


82 

30 

7 


17 

42 

16 

9 


84 

11 

3 


217 


Results : — 


Well 

Fair 

Not  well  ... 
Improved 
Born  at  home 
Non- Viable 
Died 


Mothers. 

199 

2 

5 

6 
0 
0 
5 


217 


Babies. 

153 

2 

0 

0 

8 

12 

44 
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Of  the  above  Somerset  women  2  were  admitted  to  emergency  maternity  units  in  the 
County  for  their  confinement.  , 


Dental  Scheme  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

This  Scheme  operates  partly  through  private  dental  practitioners  and  partly  through  dental 
clinics  staffed  by  officers  of  the  County  Council. 

Private  Practitioners’  Cases.  Of  the  17  denture  cases  uncompleted  at  the  end  of  1940, 
10  were  satisfactorily  fitted  and  the  patients  are  making  ]iro])er  use  of  the  dentures.  1  patient 
attended  for  extractions  only,  1  for  fillings  only,  and  the  remaining  5  did  not  attend  for  further 
treatment.  During  1941,  39  a))plications  were  received.  16  lull  dentures  and  6  part  dentures 
were  fitted,  and  in  every  case  a  re])ort  has  been  receivi'd  from  a  County  Council  Medical  Officer 
or  Health  Visitor  that  the  dentures  werf?  satisfactory  and  in  use.  Two  patients  attended  for 
extractions  only.  In  the  remaining  15  cases  dentures  are  not  completed  and  the  patients  are 
still  attending  for  treatment. 


Under  Uio  niniu  sc-hoine  clinies  were  held  al  (dlasluiibury,  Froiiie  and  Bridgwater.  Tlie 
work  done  is  shown  in  brief  in  the  following  table: — 


1 

« 

Glastonbury. 

'  Frome. 

Bridgwater. 

No.  of  new  patients 

18 

37 

37 

No.  of  sessions  ... 

24 

25 

24 

No.  of  attendances* for  general  treatment  ... 

81 

112 

110 

Extractions 

260 

322 

279 

Fillings 

16 

21 

1 

Other  treatment  ... 

8 

24 

11 

No.  of  attendances  for  dentures 

83 

111 

115 

Impressions 

37 

67 

57 

Bites 

15 

50 

25 

Try-Ins  ...  ...  ...  . 

19 

52 

32 

Plates  inserted 

25 

47 

37 

Other  treatment  ... 

15 

2 

5 

Cases  recommended  for  dentures  ... 

13 

25 

17 

Maternal  Mortality. 


1918 

1928 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

8 

14 

3 

4 

3 

5  ' 

6 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

20 

12 

15 

10 

1  ' 

10 

15 

Total 

28 

26 

18 

14 

4 

15 

■21 

Ptate  per  1,000  Births 

5.14 

1 

4.36 

3. -23 

2.59 

0.71 

2.57 

2.72 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

During  the  year  lOo  cases  of  Puerperal  I’yrexia  were  notified.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  different  Hospitals  to  take,  in  County  cases,  and  facilities  are  offered.  During  P.I41 
oO  cases  were  so  admitted.  The  special  unit  at  the  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital  again  was  of  out¬ 
standing  service  and  the  residts  from  this  Hospital  have  been  consistently  good. 

Care  of  Infants  and  Children  under  School  Age. 

The  various  problems  raised  were  dealt  with  in  some  detail  in  earlier  reports.  The  work 
has  been  continued  and  in  some  directions  extensions  have  been  made.  It  is  work  of  essential 
importance,  and  this  is  not  diminished  but  increased  under  war  conditions.  Only  a  summary  of 
the  County  activities  can  be  given. 

(a)  Visits  and  Advice  in  the  Homes.  During  the  year  7,();)6  births  were  referred  to  the 
Infant  Visitors,  5,167  being  in 'rural  and  •2,169  in  urban  areas.  This  service  is  well  supervised 
awd  IS  a  most  important  part  of  the  scheme. 
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(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  At  tlie  end  of  I'Jll  (lie  Centres  in  (lie  County,  exclusive  of 
those  at  \eovil,  Tauutou  and  \\  eston-sn|)er-I\lare  w  hieli  are  outside  (lie  Ccjunly  Sclienie,  were;  tlie 
following;— Bauwoll,  Jtislio])  Hulton,  Bridgwater,  Chard,  Chew  Magna,  Chew  Stoke,  CJiewtoii 
INlendip,  t  leeve  and  Wraxall,  (  Icvcdon,  (  idehird,  Crewkerne,  Cui'ry  itivel,  Dnivcrtoii,  Barni- 
borough,  Broine,  Glastonbury,  Ilarptree,  High  Litllelon,  Kewstoke,'  Keynshain,  Bong  Ashton, 
Mells,  Midsoiner  Norton,  Minelicad,  Nailsea,  IkiulUai,  Bill,  I’ortishead,  itadstock,  Shepton  Mallet, 
Street,  Timsbury  and  Tunley,  Wellington,  Wells,  West  ILuntsjnll,  Westbury-sub-Mendip,  Westou- 
zoyland,  Wraxall  and  Yatton, 


The  Centres  at  Bridgwater,  Midsoiner  Norton  and  liadstock  are  directly  controlled  by  the 
Council  with  the  valuable  assistance  of  local  Couuiiittees ;  and  the  County  Council  also  make 
grants  towards  the  expenses  of  all  the  others. 


Bridgwater  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

liii'ths.  During  1941,  the  number  of  births  notified  in  tfie  Borough  (including  still-births 
and  cases  later  transferred  to  other  districts)  was  74(f;  of  these  729  were  attended  by  midwives. 
A  doctor  was  called  in  to  help  the  niidwives  in  2Ul  cases.  28  babies  died  during  the  year,  a  rate 
of  7(J.9  deaths  per  1,000  births. 


Home  Visiting.  No.  of  children  on  visiting  list  1,802;  total  visits  paid  to  infants  5,500. 

Centre.  Number  of  individual  children  wdio  attended,  501;  individual  mothers,  420; 
average  attendance  per  session — children  under  1  year,  28,  1  to  5  years,  25 ;  average  attendance 
per  session  of  mothers,  85;  number  of  attendances — children  5,880,  mothers  2,888;  number  of 
medical  consultations  for  infants,  1,082;  for  women  (excluding  ante-natal),  320. 

The  medical  work  was  carried  out  by  Dr.  Halliday. 

No  regular  ante-natal  examinations  are  now’  carried  out  at  this  centre,  as  the  work  is  done 
through  local  medical  practitioners.  15  women  not  covered  by  the  County  scheme  presented 
themselves  for  advice  and  were  seen,  making  in  all  82  attendances. 

The  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Centre,  and  they 
are  extremely  satisfactory,  especially  when  it  is  noted  that  the  total  number  of  attendances  of 
children  have  inci’eased  from  2,892  in  1989  to  5,880  this  year.  The  total  attendance  of  mothers 
has  also  considerably  increased,  from  2,UU8  to  2,838. 


Radstock  and  Midsomer  Norton  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

These  centres  are  managed  by  the  County  Council  with  voluntary  assistance.  Sessions  are 
held  twice  monthly  in  each  centre,  f.c.,  at  the  Victoria  Hall,  liadstock,  and  the  Women’s  Institute 
Hut,  Welton,  Midsomer  Norton.  Medical  consultations  are  held  alternate  sessions  and  educational 
programmes  are  arranged  for  inlermediate  dates.  Dr.  Cutlibert  acts  as  Medical  Olficer,  attending 
once  a  month.  The  appointed  Infant  Visitors  (the  district  nurses)  attend  and  the  work  is  carried 
on  in  direct  relation  to  the  existing  Infant  Welfare  schemes. 
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'I’lie  tiguros  lor  those  eenli'cs  nrc  as  follows: — 


Radstock. 

Midsomer  Norton. 

Sessions  held 

20 

22 

Indixidual  cliiklren  wlio  attended 

209 

99 

Individual  mothers  wlio  attended 

199 

83 

Average  fortnightly  attendance  of  children  \  ^  yeai... 

i  1 — 5  years  ... 

21 

9 

.3 

14 

Average  fortnightly  attendance  of  mothers 

20 

14 

Number  of  attendances  of  children  I  ^  year 

433 

71 

t  l-f-5  years  . 

188 

300 

Number  of  attendances  of  mothers 

500 

311 

Number  of  medical  consultations  1  tihildien  ... 

200 

202 

t  mothers  ... 

None. 

None. 

Number  of  individual  children  attending  centre  boi'ii  in  1941 
Number  of  individual  children  attending  centre  born  previous 

41 

20 

to  1941  . 

108 

78 

Number  of  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  during  1941  ... 

01 

43 

Under  1  year  on  first  attendance  ... 

45 

24 

Aged  1 — 5  years  on  first  attendance 

16 

19 

Banwell  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Ten  sessions  held,  with  lUO  attendances  of  children  under 
1  year,  17  being  new  cases,  and  151  attendances  of  children  1 — 5  years,  12  being  new  cases.  Dr. 
Evans,  of  the  County  Health  Department,  is  the  IMedical  Ufhcer. 

A  small  centre  was  started  by  Dr.  Evans  at  Eewstoke  in  November,  liJ41.  2U — 25  child¬ 
ren  attended  monthly. 


(cj  Medical  Inspection  of  Three-year-oid  Children.  There  are  many  practical  difficulties 
in  its  way,  and  during  the  year  the  routine  examinatio*i  of  only  111  such  children  was  carried  out 
in  the  County. 


(d)  Treatment  and  Supervision  of  Abnormal  Children.  598  reports  were  receixed,  including 
a  few  from  doctors  or  through  the  Orthopaedic  Centres.  They  include  a  miscellaneous  series  of 
conditions  and  no  scientific  classification  is  possible.  They  have  been  grouped  as  follows  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  conditions  to  be  dealt  wilh ; — Malnutrition  77,  llickets  4>‘5,  Debility  90,  Calarrlial 
50,  Minor  Eoslural  Detects  05,  Orthopaedic  70,  Eye  Defects  09,  Tonsils,  Otorrhcea,  etc-,  lo,  other 
defects  98. 

The  figures  show  that  many  cliildren  get  treatment  with  maltoliue,  oil  and  malt,  etc.,  or 
are  given  treatment  tlirough  one  or  more  of  the  various  County  Schemes.  Eor  others  it  is  only 
necessary  to  keep  them  under  special  observation. 


I 
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The  following  is  a  suinuiary  of  this  work  :'—i 


Condition. 

No. 

Reported. 

Extra 

Nourishment 

Grant. 

Treated 
at  F.C. 
or  I.W.C. 

Treated 
I’rivately 
or  Hospital. 

'J'r<;at(;d  by 
County. 

Malnutrition  ... 

-  < 

57 

31 

10 

4(a);  1(d);  1(f); 
1(h);  l(i). 

llickets  (early) 

23 

17 

5 

6 

4(c). 

llickets  with  deformity 

20 

4 

7 

6 

1(a);  18(c). 

Debility 

96 

84 

23 

24 

11(a). 

Catarrhal 

56 

51 

8 

12 

3(d). 

Tonsils  ct  Adenoids,  Otorrhcea,  etc. 

13 

4 

3 

8 

^(g)- 

Minor  Postural 

65 

13 

22 

17 

24(c). 

Orthopiedic 

76 

4 

21 

17 

68(c);  1(d). 

Eye  defects  (Squint  61,  other  8)  ... 

69 

0 

9 

3 

56(b). 

Miscellaneous 

98 

20 

26 

29 

11(a);  7(cj;  6(d); 
1(h);  2(i);  3(k). 

593 

254 

155 

132 

226 

(u)  Mary  Stanley  Home  27;  (b)  County  Oculist  56;  (c)  OrtlioiDsedic  Clinic  121;  (dj  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Clinic  11;  (e)  Public  Assistance  Institution  U;  (f)  Nursery  Treatment  1;  (gj  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids  Oi)eration  2;  (b)  U.V.  Light  2;  (ij  Hostel  or  Sick  Buy  3;  (k)  Dentist  3. 


(e)  Baby  Hospital,  Bridgwater.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  year's  work: — Number 
in  Ward,  January  1st,  7;  admitted  during  1941,  28;  Total — 35.  The  reasons  for  admission  were, 
as  before,  mainly  nutritional  difficulties  and  ])rematurity.  All  made  satisfactory  improvement 
excejDt  9  who  died.  Average  length  of  stay  of  cases  discharged  in  1941 — 9  weeks. 

Special  Institutional  Treatment  for  Children  from  1  to  5  years  of  age. 

One  child  suffering  from  malnutrition  was  accepted  under  this  scheme  for  3  weeks'  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  Tralee  Sick  Bay,  Weston-super-Mare. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

During  the  year  22  cases  were  lujlibed.  Of  these  7  were  sent  to  Hospital.  The  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  cases  is  shown  in  Table  'VI.  One  child  died,  but  all  the  cases  in  which  treatment  was 
completed  showed  vision  uninq^aired  at  the  time  of  the  report. 

Flying  Clinics. 

Medical  Officers  were  unable  to  include  in  their  programme  of  work  any  “flying  clinic’' 
visits  in  1941.  The  routine  consultations  at  established  Welfare  Centres  were,  however,  continued. 

Birth  Control. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  received  by  Dr.  llalliday  from  various  sources 
for  advice  and  assistance  was  12.  Of  tliese  cases,  4  were  seen  and  advised  personally  by  Dr. 
Halliday,  while  the  remaining  8  were  referred  to  other  clinics. 

i 


f 
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Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes. 

At  the  end  of  tlie  year  tlie  nuinhcr  of  hon  es  on  the  Kegister  was  49.  They  were  all  visited 
i'roni  time  to  time  by  JJr.  llalhday,  Miss  btewarL  or  Miss  Nobes  to  see  that  tlie  jiremises  were  in 
order  and  the  requirements  of  the  County  Council  complied  with  as  regards  management. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

The  children  on  our  Eegister  at  the  end  of  1941  numbered  285,  and  as  regards  methods  of 
payment  may  be  grouped  as  follows; — Weekly  payments  201,  single  lutnp  sum  payment  1,  other¬ 
wise  paid  for  (mostly  monthly  or  irregularly)  20. 

The  number  of  foster  mothers  with  one  child  only  is  121,  with  two  children — 24,  with 
three  children — 5,  with  four  children — 2,  witli  over  four  children — 9. 

The  foster  mothers  who  run  a  regular  baby  home  are  therefore  few,  and  those  with  over 
four  infants  are  one  at  Congresbury  with  14  at  the  end  of  1941  (authorised  for  .20) ;  one  at 
Muntspill  with  5  (authorised  for  5);  oni‘  al  Wembdon  with  12  (authorised  for  14);  one  at 
Batheastou  with  8  (authorised  for  12);  one  at  Sand  Bay  with  9  (aulhorised  for  9);  one  at 
Williton  with  18  (authorised  for  25);  one  at  Wellow  with  7  (authorised  for  7);  one  at  Clevedou 
with  15  (authorised  for  15),  and  one  at  Bunster  with  5  (authorised  for  5). 

ORTHOPEDIC  SCHEME. 

The  County  Scheme,  and  the  results  of  working  during  1941,  are  described  in  considerable 
detail  in  my  report  for  1941  as  School  Aledical  Officer.  603  new  cases  were  seen  and  dealt  with 
through  the  Clinics. 

»  ^ 

.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Owing  to  the  war  new  works  were  restricted  to  situations  where  the  need  was  urgent  and 
replacement  of  machinery  due  to  wear  or  inadequacy  necessary.  Chlorinating  plants  were  also 
installed  on  a  number  of  supplies. 

Yeovil.  The  linking  iq)  of  the  Chiltlioj'ne  tind  Mudford  main  was  coni^ileted.  A  new  bore¬ 
hole  and  pumiiing  station  was  provided  and  the  new  bin.  main  to  Houndstone  (approximately 
two  miles  in  length)  completed. 

Bridgwater.  Owing  to  the  heavy  demand  in  the  area  served  by  the  Huntworth  Gate 
main  a  duplicate  7in.  main  from  Huntworth  Gate  to  Crandon  Bridge  was  laid  and  completed. 

WiNCANTON.  The  Castle  Cary  scheme  was  augmented  by  linking  up  the  Pitcombe  supply 
to  the  reservoir  on  Cary  Hill.  Increased  storage  capacity  was  also  provided.  This  has  been 
needed  for  some  time  owing  to  increased  consumption  in  the  area.  Extensions  ol  the  main  to 
Dimmer  were  carried  out.  The  pumping  plant  was  also  imjiroved  at  Castle  Cary. 

Bruton  and  Brewhani  sujiplies. — linestigations  were  carried  out  and  samples  taken  at 
different  points  on  these  two  supplies  respecting  the  action  of  the  water  on  the  mains  and  the 
possible  effect. 

Langport.  a  new  motor  pump  was  ]irovided  at  the  Compton  Durville  station  to  replace 
the  worn-out  electric  pump. 

A  new  pump  was  also  installed  at  lluisli  Episcopi  pumping  station  to  meet  the  increaseil 
consumption. 
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Shkiton  Mali.rt.  In  ordtn'  lu  iinpi'ovc  and  fiirilier  proleci  the  Stoko  Lane  and  Holcombe 
supply  more  laud  adjoining  was  pnrcliascd. 

Chlorination  of  Supplies.  Following  a  circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Ihaalth  in  August, 
194U,  wliereby  water  undertakers  were  directed  to  instal  chlorinating  plants  on  all  supplies 
serving  over  i.tJUU  population.  A  fair  number  of  plants  are  now  in  operation. 

Owing  to  emerg’ency  needs  many  supplies  have  been  very  heavily  ta.xed,  but  fortunately 
there  lias  been  no  serious  shortage.  The  lv\o  rural  authorities  who  need  water  most  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  area  of  their  respective  districts  are  Langpoi't  and  Wells. 

The  schemes  for  which  grants  have  been  authorised  by  the  County  Council  during  the 
year  were  as  follows : — 

Chlorinating  Plants.  • 

Bridgwater  Piural  ...  Shcpton  Mallet  Itural  ...  T957 

Clutton  liural  ...  T282  Taunton  ilural  ...  T15U 

Bridgwater.  Duplication  of  Tin.  main  from  liuntworth  Cate  to  Crandou  Bridge,  4:12, ITo. 

LANGroRT.  Compton  Durville  pumping  station — -new  pumping  plant,  LllO. 

WiNCANToN.  iSupply  to  Dimmer,  Jd4,5Uo. 

Borehole  and  automatic  pump,  Castle  Cary,  TUUU. 

RIVER  POLLUTION  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  new  works  were  undertaken  during  the  year  in  connection  with  sewage  purifications. 

Langport.  Improvements  in  the  trearment  of  storm-water  were  carried  out  at  the  Curry 
llivfel  works. 

hhioME.  The  County  Council  withheld  their  grant  to  the  jiroVision  of  disposal  works  at 
Bode  as  on  completion  it  was  found  they  were  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Complaints  were  received  and  the  necessary  action  taken  respecting  the  pollution  of  the 
liiver  Brue  (industrial),  a  tributary  of  the  Paver  Parrett  (Crewkerne  U.D.C.  Sewage  works, 
eastern  outfall),  and  the  liiver  Isle  (Ihninster  U.D.C.  Sewage  works).  In  view  of  the  very  heavy 
demands  made  on  many  of  the  disiiosal  works  wiili  their  dejileted  supervisory  staffs  and  on 
industry,  pollution  of  water  courses  was  not  so  bad  as  could  be  reasonably  anticipated. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  agreed  to  contribute  to  the  following  improvement: — 

Langport.  Curry  liivel  disiiosal  works — ^additional  expenditure,  1:91)7. 

HOUSING. 

The  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  still  operates,  but  is  restricted  somewhat  in  so  much 
that  application  can  only  be  entertained  providing  either  («)  the  cottage  shows  new  and  increased 
accommodation;  (h)  that  there  is  a  need  for  farm-workers  cottages  in  the  district;  (c)  such 
houses  can  only  be  occupiied  by  a  farm-worker.  No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  administration  of  various  Acts  aff'ecling  housing  is  more  or  less  at  a  standstill.  4'here 
is  certain  to  be  some  o\'ercrowding  and  many  houses  neefl  attention  for  repairs,  not  to  mention 
those  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation — a  considerable  number  of  which  are  at  present 
occupied. 
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SUPERVISION  OVER  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

I 

A.  Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  Supervision. 

The  arraugemeuts  are  ou  the  same  hues  as  those  reported  in  my  last  Annual  Keport. 


B.  Milk  Supply. 

« 

As  regards  Designated  Milks,  the  continuous  and  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  and  Accredited  milk  producers  has  not  been  maintained  in  but  the  drop  has 

not  been  marked. 


Year 

(at  end  of). 

T.T. 

Accredited. 

1936 

126. 

285 

1937 

159 

506 

1938  , 

264 

623 

1939 

320 

800 

1940 

305 

849 

1941 

275 

817 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff  and  other  difficulties  producers  liave  found  it  difficult  to  main¬ 
tain  standards,  and  undoubtedly  there  has  been  some  falling, away  in  the  production  standard. 
The  standards  for  Designated  Milks  have  not  been  lowered,  except  that  some  latitude  has  been 
given  as  regards  structural  non-essential  alterations,  while  existing  difficulties  are  taken  into 
consideration. 


In  the  County  Laboratory  1,74U  Accredited  and  1,026  T.T.  and  l^asteurised  milk  samples 
were  also  examined.  The  total  number  of  milk  samples  examined  for  various  purposes  was  o,4o8. 

Special  Sampling  of  Herds.  During  the  year  470  samples  of  mixed  milk,  collected  at 
the  cowsheds  were  examimed  for  tubercle  bacilli.  Tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  21,  a  percentage 
of  4.5. 

Of  the  21  positive  herds,  from  samt^les  tested  in  the  County  Laboratory  20  cows  with 
tubercular  mastitis  in  11  herds  have  been  found  and  destroyed.  In  7  herds  the  infected  animal 
had  probably  been  removed;  the  remaining  4  herds  are  still  under  investigation. 

In  addition  to  these  21  cases,  reports  on  milk  derived  from  Somerset  but  found  to  be 
tuberculous  by  outside  authorities,  have  been  received  in  0  eases  from  Bristol  City.  Of  the  0 
herds  reported  from  outside,  5  cows  with  tubercular  mastitis  in  4  herds  have  been  found  and 
destroyed,  in  2  herds  the  infected  animal  had  probably  been  removed,  and  the  remaining  o  herds 
are  still  under  investigation. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  946  samples  were  examined.  Of  these,  31  were  submitted  by  ])rivate 
individuals  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  25  were  “Ap])eal  to  Cow”  samjdes.  The  ])er- 
centage  found  adulterated  was  4.6.  The  following  Table  shows  the  nature  of  the  896  samples 
submitted  by  the  Inspectors,  excluding  the  25  "Apj^eal  £o  Cow”  samples. 


TABLE  XI [. 


Nature  of  Samples  submitted  by  Inspectors. 


Article. 

Number 

examined. 

Number 

genuine. 

Number 

adulterated. 

Per  cent, 
adulterated. 

Dairy  Products — Milk 

465 

430 

35 

7.5 

Cheese 

6 

6 

0 

0 

Butter 

38 

38 

0 

0 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Edible  Fats 

33 

33 

0 

0 

Cereals 

22 

22 

0 

0 

Meat  and  Fish  Products 

31 

31 

0 

0 

Tea,  Coffee,  Cocoa 

28 

28 

0 

0 

Condiment;; 

29 

29 

0 

0 

Sugar  Products 

15 

15 

0 

0 

Fooil  Substitutes 

10 

7 

3 

30.0 

Miscellaneous  Groceries 

54 

54 

0 

0 

Beer,  Spirits  and  Wine 

80 

80 

0 

0 

Drugs 

78 

77  ‘ 

1 

1.3 

Total 

... 

. 

890 

851 

39 

4.6 

The  samples  adulterated,  as  shown  in  the  Table,  were  mostly  milk,  the  adulteration  of 
other  products  being  very  few.  85  milk  samj^iles  were  reported  as  adulterated  and  of  tliese 
no  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  11.  A  conviction  was  obtained  in  all  the  cases  relating  to 
the  remaining  24  samples. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

l<)uriug  the  past  year  25,371  samples  have  been  examined  (excluding  all  food  and  drug 


sai'iiples)  as  follows.  Sixty-hve  tuberculin  dilutions  were  made  and  sent  out. 

Drinking  Water — 

Bacteriological  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,181 

Chemical  analyses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Sewage,  sewage  effluents,  rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,600 

Cerebro  spinal  fluid  and  post  nasal  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,141 

Blood  for  typhoid,  paratyphoid,  other  Salmonella,  dysentery,  and  Br.  abortus  336 
Hairs  and  skin  for  ringworm  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Specimens  for  venereal  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  933 

Urine  for  tubercle  bacilli,  B.  coli,  sugar,  albumin,  casts,  etc.  ...  ...  437 

Faeces  for  typhoid  and  dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  587 

Swabs  for  haemolytic  streptococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.113 

Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  657 

Milk  for  bacteriological  examinalnGn  (general)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Milk — Accredited  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  1,740 

Milk — T.T.  and  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ..c  .^.  ...  ...  ...  1,026 

Other  specimens  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 


Total  ...  25,371 


I 


